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In a Letter to a Friend He Deprecated the
Efforts His Contemporaries Made
to Pillory Him as an Anti-
Christian.

Author of Declaration of Independence|

Eliminated All Dogmas and Left the
Pure Philosophy of Our Saviour

in the

HE visitor to the National Museum
is embarrassed and distracted by
unnumbered claims on his atten

tion in every corridor. For an hour his
interest is enthusiastic. Then it grows
exacting, Before he has been half a day

wandering past its cases his mind is}

dull.
What would his attitude be, if he

knew that only about one-third of the|

Book.

jscience for himself to resist invasions|

of it in the case of others; or their case
may by change of circumstances be-
jcome his own. It behooves him, too,
iin his own case, to give no example of
| concession betraying the common right

|
|

( of independent opinion, by answeringi

| questions of faith which the laws have

wmy effectionate salutations,
“TH. JEFERSON.
“Doctor Benjamin Rush.”

Written With Care.

Smitheonian collections were offered to|

the public view? If he knew. that many
of the Institution's greatest treasures
are, of necessity, protectsd from .ae
light?

An idea of his thought is now offered | r
!C!l‘alﬂ.’ ring for the word “"and,” “"tho” for

by the widespread and continued inter-
est In the curious New Testament, com

piled by Thomas Jefferson. For tw“my'

years that little red leather volume rest-
ed under lock and key in the desk o©
Dr. Cyrus Adler, phiilologist of the Instl
ttion. It was almost unknown, dbut to-
day it i1s the subject of more comment
than any of the “‘five best-selling books
advertised by American purveyors of
tion.

Probably less than a thousand x»o.-r—i
sons have examined a single page of tne|
jures and captions neatly underscored. |

tevt. It is certain that not more than
4 vhousand persons, have seen the origi-
nal., Yet, its nature, its form, and Its
spirit are as well known as Tolstoy's
“Resurrection.”

Debate in the House.

A debate in the House of Representa-
tives, last fall, aroused this extarordi-
pary attention. The existence of the
book had been made known through the
newspapers, as one of Dr. Adler's dis-
coveries, while engaged in philological

labors in Baltimore. That only one copy |

existed was equally we nown. The

House of Re sntatives proposed,

therfore, that g National Govern-|

ment should print 9,000 fac similies, for

the use of libraries, college and stu-

This letter was evidently written with |

much care. Like most of the corre-
| spondence of that day, its sentences
Qare begun with small letters, and ab-

| breviations are frequent, such as a pe-

he word ‘“‘though,” and *“Ta”" for
“Thomas.” The letter has, moreover,
been much handled, its edges are torn,

{and it has turned extremely yellow. But |
{it has an unmistakabdle alr of formality, |
?nnd was surely designed to give the |

| writer's dear friend a distinet commis-

»{slocn as to the care of the “Syllabus™ |
i i which it conveyed to him,.

| The “Syllabus’ was likewise carefully
according to their importance, with fig-

{ There are only two corrections in the
| text, and both occur in the same sen-

tence, where he says, “And the commit-
| ting to writing of his life and doctrines

{fell on unlettered and ignorant men.,” |
{ which read In the first draft, “On the

{ most unlettered and ignorant of men."

| Text of Syllabus.

| Otherwise the original declaration of |

! Jefferson’s views was made in the fol-
lowing form:

“Syllabus of an ‘estimate of the doc-
| triy of Jesus, compared with those of
oth

1 & comparative view of the ethies
of the enlightened nations of antiguity,
{of the Jews, and of Jesus, no notice

left between God and himself, Accept|

#
/‘f" V4

%

'y
7

drawn. It I1s arraised in subdivisions |
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LE TO BE GIVEN TO THE WORLD

=

The Ancient Jews’ Conception of the Attri-
butes of the Deity Elicited No Sym-
pathetic Response from the
Sage of Monticello.

Meek and Lowly Jesus Attracted the Warm
and Loving Reverence of the Philoso-
phet, Although He Rejected the
Divinity of the Christ.

quotations gathered from many para-
graphs in all four gospels.

The story of the -crucifixion and
death begins with the 27th, 20th and 31st
verses of the 2ith chapter of Mark.
Then come the verses from three to
eight, followed by the matter in the
%th to the 33d verses of the 23d chap-
ter of Luke, Then the 17th to the 24th
verses of the 19th chapter of John. The
compiler turns back to the 27th chapter
of Mark and uses from the 39th to the
434 verses. He returns to the 23d chap-
ter of Luke and gives the verses from
39 to 41, and then pastes in the 34th
verse of the same chapter.

The best idea of Mr. Jefferson's sys-
tem Is to be obtained from the last page
of his Bible, where the paragraphs des-
eribing the burial of the SBaviour ace
pasted. There is no reference to the
rocking of the temple, or the rending of

| the vell, and he ends his naxrative with

this from John—19th chapter, 4ist verse
—*""Now, in the place where he was cru-

cified, there was a garden. and In the
garden a new sepulchre wherein was
never man yet laid,” and verse #4—
*““There they laid Jesus.”

Published by Government.

As this work will be published by the
national Government, it will consist of
about 200 pages. The joint resoiution of
Congress provided for an introductory
essay, “of not to exceed twenty-fiye
pages,” by Dr. Adler. The Testament
itself will include eighty-two double
pages of 164 pages as volumes are or-
dinarily numbered.

Jefferson himself numbered only alter- |

nate pages, in order that each page
number might include a column in each

of the four languages. Dr. Adler is ex-|

pected to include in his preface the let-
ter to Dr. Rush and the “Sylabus”
which have aiready been given.

The reproduction of a work of Chis
kind, with the resources of the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing and the Gove
ernment Printing Office at hand, would
be apparently a secondary undertaking;
yet Congress found it was a pesuliarly
difficult undertaking. It would never do
to tear the book apatt and
each separate page; but none of the
Government lithographers weres willing
to undertake the task without authority
to follow exactly that course.

After much correspondence, a DoOn-
Government lithographing shop was
found which could give suitable surety
that the volume would not be injured in
the slightest degree in the process of
reproducing its pages,

Given to Printer,

Accordingly, Dr. Adler surrendered the
key to the drawer in which the precious
volume was kept, a messengsr carried
and dellvered it to the Governmeént
Printing Office, a forrnal receéipt was
given to absolve the Smithsonian from
responsibility for the work, and an
agent was sent to the engraver's to
watch it every moment while in their
hdnds. For fear of accident to the
plates already made, the “Bible” is still
out of Washington. The plates, how-
ever, are finished, and the printing is to
begin within a few days.

When once the. press iz started the
engraver's hold upon the volume termi-

| nates, and it will begin anew its journey

from messenger back to Its separate
compartment in Dr., Adler's desk. On
almost that same day “The Life and
Morals of Jesus of Nazareth, Extracted
Textually From the Gospels in Greek,
Latin, French, and Enyiish,”™ as Jeffer-
son named his compilation, will be
within reach of every student and every

i newspaper in the United States.
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